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Duncan Laing has been the force behind more than a generation

of swimmers in Dunedin. In over 40 years of service he has coached
hundreds of swimmers — ranging from young children to elite
national and international competitors. It is no exaggeration to say
that Duncan Laing has taught Dunedin how to swim.

But it is not only in swimming that Duncan has made his mark.
Before coming to Dunedin he represented Taranaki in rugby and
water polo. He also represented New Zealand in Surf Life Saving,
captaining the 1956 team to the World Cup.

Duncan'’s passion for sport was very much Dunedin’s gain. In
addition to his swimming role, Duncan coached the first grade
rugby teams of University, Dunedin and Pirates and was also an Otago
Selector. Duncan was awarded the OBE in 1993, the CNZM in 2006,
and was recently inducted into the New Zealand Sports Hall of Fame.

What makes his contributions all the more remarkable is that they
have been largely unrewarded. In following his passion to coach
the sports he loves, Duncan has forgone the opportunity to enrich
himself financially, giving his time instead to the wider community.

Now the time has come for Dunedin to thank our adopted son for
his contribution. A special testimonial dinner has been organised to
allow the community to acknowledge this champion coach as he
prepares for retirement. This dinner represents a unique opportunity
to share Duncan’s experiences and memories through the years,
with those close to him.



DUNCAN
LAING

TESTIMONIAL DINNER

Saturday 23 September
6:30pm onwards

Dunedin Town Hall

You are cordially invited to share in this very special
occasion to acknowledge the contribution of a New
Zealand sporting icon. Join Duncan and a galaxy of
well known personalities for the evening which will
include a two course meal of the finest quality along
with some complementary beverages.

$750 per table of 10
or $75 per ticket (Incl GST).

X% Premium tables ideal for hosting guests and clients are also
available by request.

All proceeds from the evening will go to the
Duncan Laing Trust.

To make your reservation please contact:

Duane Donovan - Sport Otago
Phone: (03) 474 6419

Fax: (03) 474 6368

E-mail: ddonovan@sportotago.co.nz

Please make cheques payable to Sport Otago, P O Box 969, Dunedin

Dress: Black Tie - Optional



